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Looking ahead

When

a gelding is diagnosed with

a rare and deadly tumor, his owner takes her cues from
his upbeat attitude as she plans for the future.

1 atartedd oul innacenils
enough. In the spring of
2007, I 'walkesd inko the Beld
P WISHE TRICKET, 40F O-Vear
ercheron gelding. Tucker
ne half of a matching team
i bought at auction the
vious vear, He and his part
r, WosHl, sl come from a
reing produce firm, but for
TEy Wers el
18 | odlered Tucker an apgde
i day, | noticed that his befh
wiked a bit “snaetty™ and
sty The discharpe that trick-
lowm his face was clear, but
% & bit concerncd. | treated
v ith nonstercidal eve oind
1, and the drainage cleared
14 lew days, | didn't think
vl alsoud il until Tuck
e again began draining a
1 later,
W concerned about an inlection,
il our local veterinarian. He con-
«d that Tucker probably had an
ticn and prescribed an antibiotic
ntment. While Tucker was on the med
1160 his eyve was fine, but within a
=Hof Klopgding, the drainage returnied
1] made anather call,
the secand vigit, the seniorvel
lan Im the practios, Faul Ebaell,
ame oul. Within a minute of
ning Tucker, he proclaimed, “You

1 problem here.” | wasn't sure what

By Ann Egan

MO WORRIES: Twao years after baing
treated fior a rare and deadly cancer, Tucker
is &till happy, healihy and handsoma,

he meant until he sedated Tucker and
gently pulled diwn his lower left eve-
lic. A large, lumpy brown mass—what
bonkiesd to mee like & walnut—popped ot
onveer the edge of the bower lid

Elwell explained that it was a tumor
an odr @gelding s nictitating mem
hirane, also Known as the thind seelid
Inwasn't visibde unless voun palled the

P Biel oo, B0t 01 svas tlee cinnse ol

tumor, which e believed was a

d suamons cell carcinoma, would
b Conlintie o g, r'.'||.|~.i|1:.rl miGre
dizscomiort and problems and
eveniually inerfering with Tuck-
£ 5 ViShon.

Ebwell said that he could give
Tucker o general anesthetic and
remove: thie tumaor right thers
':. i A Farmm, Baid hee gl thad a
bedter option would be (o call an
[ epuing aphihalmologist and the
local equine hospital o0 kave i
done there, He lein the barm that
day with a wave and a “Let me
knoww what you decide.” [t was an
easy choice,

The next dany, we called the
local equine aphthalmologist,
whino said that she felt comiblor-
abde with the surgeons ol the
risgrional edquine hospital doing the pro-
cediire, Elwell gave his hlessing, and a
fesy davs later we trucked Tucker [nom
Aur ome in Connecticul oy Mew Eng-
landd Fipuine Practice (NEEP) in Patter-
S0, MW Y OTE.

We lefi Tucker overnight for his
mrning surgery and waited anxioushy
for word of honw it swent. Finally, Andrea
Db, M, called. She told us that
the procedures had gone well, The sur
geons hadd removed nod just the lumaor,
bt also all of his bt nictitating mem

bramie o reduce the likelihood afl the
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mass growing back. Tucker came out of
anesthesia with no troulde

Tha exirached tissue wiis en roule i
a pathology aboratory fora diagnosis,
bt s were able o pick Tucker up the
nexhday, The ares around the allTected
v wias mikdly swallen, and he was on
spall rest lora day or fwo, He received
afe gram of bute twice a day lor thpes
davs, bt his love ol eatlng made admin
istering the medication easy: We sirmply
toesed the taldeds In his sweel feed ancd
he ate them.

Wiz had to make only one miange
ment adjustment for Tucker: He had o
wegra v mask whenever hie was oul
side—no matter the wsather—and any
time e was being irilered. The nsask
wong il nod only SeErve as @ barrier to ies
Bt also woanlel help protect the eye Trom
alrisorne debris, as the third eyelid nor

mially wonibd.

A dire prognosis

Seanwhile, we walted to hear from
the diagnostic laboratory. Within a
wesk, Dubsd called us with the news
She staried the conversadion by saving
that they had been surperised by the pe-
sulis, Rather than squarmous-cell cancer,
lucker lkacl a4 rare and ageressive [oFrm
ol cander called hemangiosantboma, He-
cause |Toriginales in the Hood vessels,
hemanglosarcoma spreacds uickly amd
can affect virtwally any part of the body.

Although seen most frequently in
dogs amd cals, hemangiosarcoma his
also been reported in horses, said Dubes,
who added that she hsd reviesved the
st bentific linerature and oumd that the
condition has a grim prognosis. | was
shocked, saddened and needed o Ko
more, | asked that the literature be sent
to me 5o that | could read i

Db e-mailesd me the stidies she
had Tound, One quaote lEap oul and
prallsedd e 1w the heart: “In the horse
there have only een four reporied cases

al ocular kemangiosarcoma in over 1%

s

AN EYEFUL: Tucker's
tumor was on his
raclitaling membrane,
also called the third
eyl Thes Slruciune
series difleren
purpesEs in different
animals, bt & horses
it hedps o kessp the
&ye moisl and profect
it from sand, dust and
oiher detins.

nictitating membrane

(third eyelid)

vears and It appears o be a disease of
the aged horse (age 9 to 22 years). The
third eyelid is frequently invobved and
a serosanguinous discharge was pres
e=nt in thres out of the four reparbed
casies, Hemangiosa rooma appears

B B i ageressive [umaorwilth an
extremely poor prognosis. In the litera
tuire, thieese out of four casaes with scular
hemanglosarcoma were dead within 18
miznths of presentation.”

I read that, choked back tears and
told my hushand to *Go dig o hole.” He
losaked ot me as il | had lost my mindd.
“Listen,” | sabid, *1 have resd the litera

ture and it does not ook eoml. Most

| watched Tucker
grazing in the sun
with his herd—happy,
a bit overweight and
blissfully unaware
that he had an
insidious, deadly form
of cancer.

horses are dead within six months=it
is July movw, If e dies in lansary the
groumd will be frosen solid. Better to
dig the hole now because New England
winders are tough,” My hushand, out of
ither denial or stuldsrn aptimism, re-
Mgl 06 dig that haole

| watched Tucker grazing in the sun
with his herd
and bllssfully unaware that he had an
inskdious, deadly form of cancer. |

resalved to be as optimistic as my

happy, a bit overwelght

hushanid absaut our big black harsie,

Not only surviving
but thriving

In my néew lorward-looking spirit, |
decided that Tuckerwas golmg 1o b a
show horse. We practiced every day. 1'd
hook Tucker to a cart and off we would
oo, tooling around our rural neighbor
hivod, often taking my f-yearalkl son
along. Come fall, my farm horse went
ter thiE Grir and seon his nosioe cart class
and acted, the enmtire time, as though he
bl atpended horse shows and coumty
fairs all his life. 1 felr like this would be
omur Swan song tepether, and [ still cher
ish that blue ribhbon

In the days and wieeks Ehat Folbossvedd,



Uwilched Tucker for signs that his
aealth was deteriorating. Dubé had old
15 that If the cancer had spread, Tucker
wollld secame lethargic, lose weight
il develop lumps and h1,l|'|l|'|'-i in
dd places. But [ saw nothing like that,
Fall turned o winter and =oon Jan-
sary 2008 arrived. One snowy day my
ell pheona rang and a volce klentified
nersellas Dr Dubsd, *I'm just calling,
mmmm, well,.,,” She seemed uncom-
fortable, “Frankly,” she said, sounding
= IF she was gathering herself, *I'm
illing to see how Tucker is, [s he
I aliye?
o could almiest hear her hold her
ith as shie waited for me 1o reply.
¢ sure is alive,” | told her. "He apgear-
v mever god the memas that he was
kK and dying,” Wi liughed and | in-
feil her o the farm the next time she
s im the area, She said that she was
nking of writing Tucker up for a jour
fhe lived a vear. “0," | said, “we'll
K tovou in slx months!®
Iuly 2008 marked the one-vear an-
ersary of Tucker's surgery, ancd that
mmer found him fat and happy and
wing ni signs of cancer. Norwas
o any indication that the vision
fil= left eve hinl becomse impaired,
hwas ansther worry, We con-

vl b drlve hio with o issues.
Later that fall, we decided 1o 1ake

aur farm in a new directlon, concen-
trating more on breeding and exhibi-
ing hitch-tyvpe Percherons and phasing
out the farm gebfings. Tucker and
Wyatt had been good 1o us, teaching
us evervihing we Knew, sa il was diffi-
cult to make the decision 1o find them
i new homee,

Given that we were nod sure that
Tucker hidd Beaten the cancer, we did
nob feel thit wie could sell him. We
winklhd, instead, give him and Wyatt
o the right person, (uer requirement,
beyond an excellent hisme, was tha
the bovs be placed together and stay
tagether. We would also redguire
periodic reports about how Tecker
and Wyatt were doing and, showled
there ever come a time when they
cotld me longer be cared for, they woald
come Back 10 ws,

We were pleased to find a home for
both II-I.'l!m Im Vermant, They have been
mapln sugaring, and their mew owner
loves them. He calls us frequently to
tell us how well they are doing and how
happy he is to have them. Tucker and
Watt are happy, top—doling the work
ret Bired #0 do,

W continue to think of Tucker every
day. He is now past that dread 18-month
mark the ominous study cited, and we
are hopeful that it"s just the start of a
long, happy, healthy rest of his life, %

ey wie

WINNING STYLE:
i T monttes after

his tumor, Tucker
made his show-
nng debut Hr'l:l ook

Hemangiosarcoma

=Definktion: Fare, rapidly growing,
irvasivg cancer thal foems in the blood
vES5ESS, Hemangnsantoma can b lound
in ey part of the bady that has a blpod
SUpply, DUR Bhe lungs, shslatal musches
and Sphsin arg most often

affected in horses

=Risk factors: Mo braed or gander
predilections have been identdied, but
i conditicn &5 most commandy digg-
nosed i horses oider than 8, The octur-
rence o himangioSarcoma in Soma very
young foals sugoests that the condition
can be conpenizal.

I=Signes: Depending on the location of
thid s, hemangiosancoma can cayse
difficutty breathing, crgan failue, kaime-
Mesks, colic, tissue swelling, nosableads
or internal hemarrhaging. Affected
hofsis and typically anemic. Bacause of
the aggressne nature of hemangiosar.
coma, howeaver, manry horsas are diag-
nesed anly dunng a necrofsy.

P Trizatment: Surgical excizion of

the tumor &5 the primany reaiment for
mremangicsancoma atfecting the sikin or
pEher accessitie locations. Removing
wide “mangins” around the fumor

&5 Impanant i minimize the chanca of
metastasis (spreading). Chematherapy
3 als0 possible but has not been shown
to significantly alter the prognosis

in hprses
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