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How much does an early birth date matter?

By Andrea Caudill

YEARLING SALE SEASDN [5 UNDERWAY, ALk
the sales are replere with caralog pages
dripping with information. As you pore over
hundreds of choices looking for your future
winner, how much does the foaling date,
I'\pﬁll'lil'li_'llll!-' -:||-1.E1]'.’|'g.'r.'-.:.' On Cvery '_.-\.aT'\JIII-F
|“‘-'|HE. jnﬂu{-nr_‘u iy ;‘I-e:q. waon? How I'I1.l.ll.'|'|
credence should you give if

Ir is generally held thar foals born as
early as possible in the year have a narural
advantage over their peers when they
begin their racing careers. A January foal
might have as much as six months’ advantage
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of development time over one of its late-
born rivals

In the history of the sport’s most famous
race, Galobar — born che first day of 1957
— won che very first edition of che All
Armerican Fururity (now Gl ac 33 months
of age. Three Oh's, however, was a June 3
foal and a mere 27 months of age when he
won the 1968 r|,|||||ir|._-:._-. Addirionally, all-
time everything srallion and champion
First Down Dash was a |.|[|:_'r:'l|1:|.:.' fial.

The Jowrsal asked several experts for
their opinions on the importance of age.
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sadtrset of This groeg s
Fear-nlds. 'We have alsn inchuded

il have ti same percentages by month. 'We can look at the variations in cach cabegory b0 308 ARy AOvanfages or §isf
verall world champions from Beese years 1o gar ba addsd i

WRmTARE They may have
1w &f law the Birth moaih = reflected over a foal's racing caseer

{RALINE NOWNTH  RACE-EAED FOALE BORNBY MONTH  NWOMBER OF WINS HUMBER 0F WINNERS 2 7R LB CHAMPION ILL AMERECAN UVERALL WOELD CHANFINN
January IST26T  10.52% BOD  1228% B54  12.24% B IB.IE% G ITES% T 18925
Fohruary 208758 13ATH 5 20.98% 087 20.53% 15 45.45% 4 4108% o 2T03%
March Ja181  25.56% 2058 31.59% 683 3.48% & 18.0B% T  2059% 9 3%
April 437200 29265 1T 26.81% 5T 2T.268% B 18.08% T 20.58% 8 24.32%

May 248104  16B0% 5l T.845% 428 B0 2 BAlA
Jume 50368 LIATH 2 LI 22 D41%

July 0617 0.71% 3 0.05% £ 004

TOTAL 1484227 6514 5344 13 4 i

ROGER DALY
Bubrey, Texas

Vizeran saler-prep conditioner Boger Daly bas sale-prefiped several
ol YEITITHES, IR Al American Futurity winner Falling Iy

aeagain, Roger Daly Horrer Do, props racing and cutteng Quarter
e and '|"."-'-'e.l'|.'.'.r_:;.':?"!-r:'.n'"! __":.-r rader, and effers o mwmber of otdber
EFIIcEs, Tack ay cold-stariing.

Typically, buyers like horses wich an earlier birch dare and a
liccle miore size at the sales, but 've learned over the years, i
qure doesn't mean they're going oo run. When you go to the
ales, | chink che sirher bicth dace and o hitle more groweh does
help overall. Buyers, particularly che ones going for earlier
"_:__r:?ir_':;_ r:,'p:iul”}' ;IHI-: |: il 5 |Err|q' |'||-:_||_-'|'_ a lirele ITHOPE ITELTLEDE
orse. Bur a good-qualicy, well-bred horse born later can also do
well. I think for some of the people who don't race them as early,
t doesn’t make quice as big a difterence. The guys going for che
arlier futurities, 1 think it makes a difference.

Most of my clients are pretty knowledgeable and scudy
vervthing when deciding whefe o sell cheir horses. They
swve been doing this quice a while and study the marcket

breeding rrends, where a bloodline mighe sell besr, ages — and
we do advise in some capacity, to the best of our abilicy, Bue
majority of our clienes take care of picking sales on cheir
=T jl'||_!{||‘|lllé: r'I":.I'n.'iII.!T' LOTe E1|.:|.1'-:":|11-r-|:'|l:', by age ane gize. |
nk thar helps them, and 1 think thar 15 imporeant.
[The sprlier, Fruire rrsure morses |'|‘.~|_|.-:]'|[ EO £ eurier sales, Then
larer babies, instead of going to Buidoso, can go o Hereage
FRACE . whi-:;h i:»: Ewl OF three “'l;r'ln:.'\, |.|.I|;'|. Thar doesn t sound |ik|’.‘ 2

zar deal of time, baur it seems like in che fall, chose babees hit a

prowth Spurt. So che extra weeks of month makesa h-j_g.t differemce

'ﬂf"lwu L :_-:|||'.|i.|!'i-::-|'| }'(llll'lé-!-!'f hofses in our PIOECRm, I SCaVs
abour the same. Abour che only thing we'd do differently is
nor weork the VOlnges babies LuLE a5 ||‘:|'|_|_.1. We'd choren
their exercise time a liccle bic unol they gee a livde scronger
and & litcle older,

From what I read. All American winners come in all
months = up to June, It looks like some of those lare habies
CAN SUCe run.

DR. CHARLES GRAHAM
Elgin, Texas

A memrler i/ rhe A reriean Q.l-.-ﬂ':‘..r Harie Hall af Fame, [Dr
CGrrabam aperater Soutbwert Srallton Station fn Elgra, Texas, The
dil-vear breeder shainad fii ptafifons, T bic sivm wawme be bar bead
the cavwevs of more than 31,1 wmillvon, mcdwding Graae 1 wivmer
Bacin Vik

Dan'e I-u[_,:;l Threee Cih's. He was foaled June 3, 18966, and
he's che youngese horse ever to win che All American Fucuricy.

Ie's &0 J'l'_-.:l.'q;"1|:-|-r|r_i-:':'|| alsoe January and February foals.
Some people are just convinced thas you have o get chem in
the first monch or cwo of che year.

Those eacly foals seay so humped up. Its cold and wineery
weather, and [ chink chey just don't do as good as a March,
.-'”-\.rif or {-.lrl:.' M._l.:c fisal T]u_':.' don’t enr well Tl'u'_'_c donrt do
well. They under cover o ger out of che inclement
waoarher, -_I:I||;-:.' |.||:g'|'|; PR T ang run around a liccle bic, b
they don't mn, play and exercise like a later foal. They are
that way even down here in Central Texas, where winoers are
short and warm weather comes early

Sray

THE apMEMICAN GUARTER HORESF IGUANAL AUBGUSET ZGid |.'.:'|



Those foals char are
borm in March and on,
they hit the ground and
they are gome. They are
gating right up beside
thar mare in three or
four days, or nibbling
af it, Anyway.

They just do a lor
beteer. They are running
and exercising, if you
give them some room o
play and vou aren't hot-
housing them. Those
hot-house foals never
ger the opportunity o
develop their bones and
muscle strucoure,

It might be a liccle
guestionable if the mare gets down to the latter part of May
~ bur the colc will be good to mun in those fall facuricies and
clerhies.

January and February just doesn’t shake me up oo much.
It's just psychological — everybody wants these January foals.
They think rhar’s the only time to gee chem. They think chat
they run better and faster.

If you'll lee the foals out to run and play, they'll do fine, I've
raised quite a few foals — maybe 15 or so a year, here in the
paddocks. I've never had one rurn back because of OCD
lesions, and that’s because of the nuerition they ger and the
exercise they get from being outside to run and play.

I'm just not blown up abour January and February foals.
It's OK; it's good; it's all right, Buc che foals char arrive in
March, April and the carly part of May will cacch up precty
quick to those early foals. Evervbody has a ditferent opinion,
but from just watching it over a period of years, my opinion
is thar you can go up to abdut the 15th of May

Bur don't forger Three Oh's.

VINCE GENCO
Clovis, California

Bridpinmg the gap between the United Staver and Sowth America,
Viurce Cremvn ety as agent for o nwmsber of exiremely sicoessful borsenien
sowethh of the staver, inclidimg Bemny Roiser, ouwmer of champion Stylish
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The birch date is e
one aof the priman
things that [ use, becas
we've had so many good
foals in April and M
thar have done so we
Evervbody s alwa
wanting o ger thos
January babies on the
ground because ar =
ame chey are supposedly bigper. But I've seen our April e
May babies thar are just as big as our January babies, if
penetics are there,

We don't run anything in the early fururities our here
California, like che Kindergarten (Futurnty, Gl). I've
never believed in ie. 1 guess whar I'm saying is, it doess
bother me to have a later foal, if it's a good-enough individos
with a good-enough pedigree. I'm willing o wait on one
anyway, even if it's, say, a lare-May foal, and not put ic in s
of the ta.rl_\' futurities hut il.l.'i.! Ik poward the end of the ves

Ohar here, we have a lot of the big races and the big money =
the end of the year, and fresher horses kind of do better, like Lee
year with Good Reason 5A. He wasn't a late foal, bur he g
injured, we laid him off and broughe him back, and he'd o
had chree races before he won the Los Alamitos Two Millios

Don't get me wrong: | look ar birch daces, and if everyrhing
i5 equal = pedigres, confoemation, erc, — I'd rather have =%
older foal, because he is going o be more macure and s
But we've had good luck with later foals. (Grade |-winnug
earncr of $267,723) Strength In Numbers was a late-Ape
baby, and at the Los Alamitos Equine Sale, she was kind
small, kind of thin, kind of frail=looking, but she was res
correct and [ liked her pedigree. Ir is a real open pedigmes
You could breed her o anything, so 1 |1-i-'.'k|‘:d her as a potenss
broodmare. She ended up being a precty nice recelorse, oo

Mumber of Winners

Stakes Wins by Month Foaled
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Hiaw have piakes wing by birth manth changed over time? The porpose of this graph is amabyre trends doning the perssd. I shee

that Jamuary and Febroary foals shaw an increste in stakes wing, while May and Juns shes § decrease, March sned Bpeil foals
remain Faicly candtant, Ova explanation might be rhat the beter mares we petting bred ssaner be keep o with markel damand
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And [ didn't pay a lot of money for her because she was lace
S0 somerimes it can work 1o your advantage,

In Sa0 Paulo, Brazl, I!|'|¢':r Atart running abour March. Their
breeding season 15 July 1 - December 15, more or less, so the
babies born in July don't race until March of their 2-year-old
year. Ie'd be like our horses chat are born in January starting in
August for che first cime. The horses down there are eypically
born in July and don't starc uncil February or March. Ic's
actually a bewter deal for che horses because they do have a
liccle myore macuricy before they start pushing them so hard.

The big horses, the ones they pay big money for, will
probably sray here and race in the (United) States, juse
because there 15 more money oo race for up here. Bur chac’s
not to say thar we haven't bred some prerry good horses in the
Hrarilinn season and senr chem down oo race in Brazil, full
brothers and sisters to horses that have done real well up here.

ill "n"-.-niui,:n ”-I.Ifﬂ"ll.'f ﬂul!ﬂ pfe:-s.i-:h_-nl:_l Jt'“.‘.l.r."- :n]-:i e
that if you look in the registry, a high percentage of horses are
bom in April and May, especially on the ranching operations.
Mother Mature has it where, when che days get longer, the
mares start to cycle. And everything we do to ger a January
foal acrually is working against Mother Nature, And it's not
nice to fool Mother Wature = sometimes it’ll bice you in the
rear end. So that's my opinion. Bur opinions are like belly
burtons — L"L'L'rj.'hnl}"'-. got one, My first consideration is che
pedigree, secondly the individual and then the birthday,

ROBERT '‘BOB' JOHNSON
Lemmon, South Dakota

Biod fobmseur hay trained more than 1000 toimmers and the garners
’{.". miore phan $3.0 millfom, Lasr YEI¥, hrr trarmees rocladed Senth
Drakota itate-bred chawpions Chicks Brief Care, Tentation, Darhing
Metersr and Prowd Hl-_p_n" Shakenr. His __n':.lm'n'j:. Y ranch rn Lo
itandi three itallioat, o 10 broadmarer, and breedy and tearm
Borser for racimg, rawchimg and vodee evenis

You'll notice at, like, che Heritqge Place sale, the January
and the first part of February coles bring more money. They're
more markerable becawse of the H I.'ril!.,IFl;' Place and RI,-FI'I.E'HFI;IIH
futurities, those big races, and people like to have those more
miature colrs.

Age doesn't really affect my Oopinion of a horse, bur it
afteces what reces and where I'd stare thac horse firse. Ir affeces
a lot of other cthings — whar fururities you're going to pay
into, say races at Remington Park as opposed to someching
later on, and how late you'd want oo scart racing him.

March foaling dares don't bother me: firse part of ."|.|'ri|

E ONTH

doesn't bother me. | don't start racing them as early as some
people do. A loc of it depends on the cole himself and how fast
he marures. We break all of our coles in October, Movember.
We give themn a break around the middle of January, ger them
back up again and start gerring chem fie. We're creating thae
foundation — we like to lope them quice a while, we like to
ride them abour 90 days before we start much speed work.
Thar depends on the individual, too = those with open knees
we'll back off, maybe guir them for a while and starr them
again at the end of the monch.

At the ranch, we used to foal a lot of January coles, but
it’s really hard to do up there. When babies are born, you have
o k-l.'r.'p them in the barn uneill March or 5o uncil i€ starts o
warm up, MNow we don't even really scare foaling uneil the fiese
of March. We've cur it back o where it's juse hard
long winters!

With my clients, I don't recommend or discourage them
from a horse based on age, Ir's whar my i Lt wanes oo do
with them. I've bought horses that are May coles, and [
bought a horse several years ago that was born righe at the
first of June, We didn't plan on running him until the fall our
in California, so it worked out good. The horse was fine.

It Yol re :-'.r.']|:|'|_|_.t horses or |.'tr'1.'r.'|_:|inj_.:'. to other areas like
barrel racing, the birth date really doesn't affect those horses.
They don't put the pressure to the horses unril the larter pare
of their 3-year-old year and, a lot of them, not until they're 4.
S0 a lot of the barrel horse people 1 know aim for April o
start foaling.

50 basically, the earlier they're born, the earlier they tend
to mature, Bue if vou're not going to stare running chem uneil

= !'IiL"-'-I_"

_['a:ll'!u: or _rUJ'!.'. a lare biech dare shouldn's .|1.r.|.'\-;_'l them. | have a

Lot |:-|.|'L-||fw\ I I"I'I:.' E1.|.rr| ri!._'hr Py r|1.u are -""‘E""I- |'|'||4_|_-.H.F'-ri|.1
even first of May coles. They're training fine and have even
srarred .all'r.:.r_h_.. Bur we're real careful and L'l,-ep L _:_-uml EYE On
their knees, B

JUMBANY  FUNNNANY  MARCH NBCEST  SEPTEMBEN  OCTOSER  WOVEMSEN  BECCMECR
January ML 25.00% 14.69% I5.66% IL51% IL5T% 8.33% 11.03% 10.91% o4 184 6.0
February  19.50%  25.00%  24.08% 24.72% 20.24%  2008%  20.28% l8.62%  20.45% 21.81%  24.04%  15.28%
March dL46% 25.00%  JM20%  J2.66N  32.54% L = .72 20.64% H0UE% 2TEZ%  36.0T%
April PLESS  Z3.81% 24.08% H25M  ZEB4N 20.48%  2d0.48% 2T58% 29554 2400%  24.04% 22.50%
iy Lo Iig% ol 3.501% B.A8% 3 9.34% 10.34% 8.7T% 1005 5.63% B.OT™
dune 000k 0.00% 0.00% 0.18% 0.40% 0.52% 0.28% 0.57% 0.5T% 0.35% 0.26%  0.00%
<July 0Lo0s  0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 000 Ut 0.09% 0% s 0.00% 0.00%  0.00%
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